
 
 
 
  
 

 
July 2020  

 
 

To all our lovely families, 
 

A huge thank you to those of you who joined our Virtual Coffee Morning for church families on 27 
June. It was so lovely to see some familiar faces and to hear all of your news. The youth team also 

held a Virtual Quiz Evening for older children which was also a great success! We hope to host 
similar events again. Please do email us with any feedback or suggestions regarding family 

friendly events.   
 

As you might be aware, there is a break from Teatime Church over August. The next one was due 
to take place on Sunday 6 September. However, we are planning on postponing this service until 
the children are a bit more settled back into their school and nursery settings. We will continue to 

assess the situation and plan accordingly and we will, of course, keep you all informed.  
 

Please remember that you can sign up to have the weekly pew sheet emailed directly to you so 
that you can be kept up to date with parish news https://westbury-parish-church.us1.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=9666aa102b593e1d1c94a464b&id=bd3b53ddfe. Holy Trinity also 
publishes a monthly Parish Magazine which is a lovely way to keep in touch with what’s been 

happening. Please contact Ruth at the Parish Office if you would like to discuss a subscription.  
 
 

STORYTIME ONLINE  
 

I hope that you all enjoyed our June Teatime Church Storytime Sessions YouTube video, found at 
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/4-o-clock-service/.  

 

 
 

We are making another one to accompany July’s newsletter, this time featuring the story of The 
Gigantic Turnip read in my garden if the sunshine continues! Please keep an eye out on the 

website and share it with family and friends! 
Grow your faith  



 
July’s Teatime Church theme is based on the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13: 1-9). Jesus told 
simple stories called parables to help people understand and remember an important message. 

This story was all about a farmer sowing seeds that were all planted in different places so different 
things happened to them.  

 
 

 
 
 

The Parable of the Sower 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky 

places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 

root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on 
good soil, where it produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  Whoever 

has ears, let them hear.” 
 

  

  

After Jesus told the parable the disciples asked what it meant. He knew that they would listen and 
wanted to get to know him better so he told them what it really represented. The seeds in this story 



actually represented people and how they could live good Christian lives and develop or ‘grow’ 
their faith. The more they learnt about God, the more the seed would grow. Eventually, they would 

know lots about God and would be able to tell others about him. 

 
 

Grow your faith. If you don’t understand something that you hear, you could ask questions that 
help you remember. You could try to learn new things about God and build up a friendship with 

him. You could try praying to God to help you when you are worried or upset. Try to be like the last 
seed, falling on good ground. Let the seed of God grow in your mind. Talk with others about God 

and help them to become a friend to God.  
 

If you would like to watch a really great child-friendly animation of this parable then please visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guDeSYcwRYg 

 

 
 

 
Creative activities 

 
These suggested activities are designed to encourage the family to consider today’s Gospel 

passage whilst having fun together and getting creative in an easy, accessible way.   
 

 
Make a seed picture 

 

                                                                                      
 
 
 

Experiment with plants 
 

Draw a template of anything that 
you like – here a bird and flower 

have been used. Glue on 
different seeds to create a 

textured effect. 



Have a go at planting and growing with a difference! With adult help, you could try putting celery 
into jars containing water with different food colourings in them and see what happens! Or you 

could try planting seeds then watering them with Ribena or coffee to see if this has any effect. Or 
you could plant a sunflower seed and give it everything it needs and see how tall it grows.  

 

   
 

We would love to see any pictures of your creative activities. Please email them to me at 
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk  

 
A prayer  

 

 
 

Dear God, 
Thank you for stories. 

A story can be like a seed, 
it can grow in our minds, 

helping us to think and feel differently. 
Let your good story - 

of people living for each other, 
sharing with each other, 
caring for each other - 

let this good story grow and grow in me. 
Amen. 

 
We would love to include prayers that you or your child/children/grandchildren have written in our 

online services, newsletters or Parish Magazine. Please just email them to me.  
 
  

Supporting Family Worship in the home  
 

If you want a bit more support with engaging with family worship and prayer in the home during 
this time then you might find the following information helpful:  

https://www.bristol.anglican.org/covid19/family-faith  
 

Scripture Union, which offers resources to support the mental health of children of all ages, has 
produced a range of lockdown resources. Visit https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/lockdown  

 



Remember that if you visit our website: https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk or our 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/wotchurch/ you can access our services online.  

 
Lockdown has been a really challenging time for families with the pressures of working from home 

combined with caring for and educating children. The clergy team at Holy Trinity church and the 
congregation are here to support you.  Please contact the parish office office@westbury-parish-

church.org.uk for prayer support or to talk to a member of the clergy/youth team. 
 

 
Community announcements 

 
Westbury CE Academy starters 2020 

 

 
 

Do you have a child starting at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy in September 2020? Would you 
like to meet other parents from Holy Trinity who also have children starting at the Academy in 

September? If so, please email me and I can put you all in touch!  
 

Limited re-opening of the church  
 

 
The church building is now open for private prayer at limited times. Please contact the Parish 

Office or email me for further details.  
 

 
 

We would really appreciate any feedback to our Teatime Church newsletters or Storytime 
Sessions, however big or small – one line or one paragraph. We want to know that they are 

reaching you. You could send us pictures of your finished craft activity, send a quick email sharing 
what you enjoyed or found helpful, or make suggestions for content.  

 
The youth team at Holy Trinity hope that you have a wonderful summer with many joyful moments. 

We will be in touch again in September. Georgie  
 

 familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk  
 

You make known to me the path of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Psalm 16:11 


