
 
 
  
 
 
 

October 2020 
 

Let’s say thank you for God’s Harvest 
 

 
 

To all our lovely families, 
 
October’s Teatime Church theme focuses on Harvest, exploring what the Harvest Thanksgiving is 

all about and how and why it is celebrated. 
 

STORYTIME ONLINE 
 
September’s online Teatime Church Service – where I share the lovely story of Albert’s Tree and 
talk about friendship and ‘gathering together’ to be closer to God  – is still available to view via our 
church website  https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/4-o-clock-service/ 
Please do have a look this week if you haven’t already!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas candlelit storytelling session at Holy Trinity Church  
 
We are really excited to announce that we will be holding a candlelit storytelling session for children 
at Holy Trinity Church on December 6th 4:30 – 5pm. Children (accompanied by their parents/carers) 
will be invited to come in their cosiest pyjamas and bring their own hot chocolate/snacks/blanket! I’ll 
read them a Christmassy story and then we can enjoy some songs from our lovely choir. We will 
send more information out soon with advance booking information.  

Our October Harvest Service 
 
October’s special online video will shortly be 
available to view! It celebrates harvest and 
features lots of familiar faces, a fun harvest song 
performed by the choir and children’s poems, art 
and prayers. You won’t want to miss it! 
 
 



 
 

Welcome to Louis! 
 

Monthly Baptism Services have now resumed in church, albeit on a smaller scale, and I have had 
the pleasure of joining Father Andre for the services and will continue to do so as long as the rules 
allow. In September, we welcomed Louis, son of Jennifer and Stuart and brother to Isabelle and 
Cameron, into the church at his baptism.  
 
Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues for the rest of our lives. We 
will support Louis in this journey and pray for him, his family and his godparents. We look forward 
to seeing Louis and his family in person in church! Louis, we welcome you into the fellowship of 
faith; we are all children of the same heavenly father; we welcome you.  
 

 
 

What is Harvest and why is it celebrated in church? 
 

 

‘Indeed, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its produce.’ Psalm 85:12  

Harvests (food harvested from the land) all around the world allow us to enjoy different foods at any 
time of year. Harvest is celebrated to give thanks for the crops which have been safely collected. In 
many parts of the world, a successful harvest ensures the survival of communities by providing 
enough food to eat.  
 



Many churches celebrate harvest in the autumn with a Harvest Thanksgiving Service, where people 
thank God for all the wonderful harvest foods and enjoy singing, praying, listening to stories and 
decorating the church with flowers and donations of food. These gifts of food are then given directly 
to those in need or sold to raise money for charity.  
 
At Holy Trinity, donations are given to the Community of the Sisters of the Church in St Paul’s. We 
are still taking non-perishable goods (with a long use-by date) this year and they can be put in the 
collection box in the corridor of the parish office. We also have an on-going box to collect non-
perishable goods for Bristol North West Food Bank, also located in the corridor of the parish office.  
 
In the Bible, Jews would give a tenth of their harvest to God. Throughout history, farmers would give 
some of their harvest to their local church and church workers. The sharing of food at harvest times 
can help Christians to remember that all good gifts come from God. Giving to others is a way of 
saying ‘thank you’ to God and remembering God’s command to love and care for others. Caring for 
God’s world – in every action that we take – also shows our love for God and our amazing planet.  
 

This lovely video is all about Harvest time, explaining to children what the harvest is: 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrGGtu_fkZk 

 
Creative activities 

 

 
 
These suggested activities are designed to encourage the family to consider today’s Teatime 
Church theme whilst having fun together and getting creative in an easy, accessible way.   
 

Leaf and potato printing using autumn-coloured craft paints. You could cut these out and create 
some autumnal bunting for your house!  

 

   
 



Leaf rubbings using different coloured crayons or oil pastels 
 

 
 

 
Make a ‘I AM THANKFUL FOR…’ leaf hanging or cross, thinking about everything that you have 

to be thankful for in your life!  

  
 
We would love to see any pictures of your creative activities from any of our newsletters over the 
past few months. Please email them to me at familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk. We 
would also love to see prayers that you or your child/children/grandchildren have written in our online 
services, newsletters or Parish Magazine. Please just email them to me and they will be included!  
 

Prayers for harvest 
 

You can hear these prayers being read by children from our church in the online service 
 

Dear God,   
We thank you for all the gifts of ripened fruit and vegetables    

you give to us at Harvest time.    
For the bread and the cereals on our table every day    

and for all the other good things we have to eat.    
Help those who are less fortunate   

and grant us all your peace this day and for evermore.   
Amen 

 
Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. 

For the winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. 
For the hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life. 

For summer time, full of warmth and colour 
And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth. 

You are always with us. 
Amen 

 



Supporting Family Worship in the home 
 
If you want a bit more support with engaging with family worship and prayer in the home during this 
time then you might find the following website helpful: https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk.  
 
Remember that if you visit our website: https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk or our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/wotchurch/ you can access our services online. The clergy team 
and congregation at Holy Trinity church are always here to support you. Please contact me or the 
parish office office@westbury-parish-church.org.uk for prayer support or to have an informal chat 
with a member of the clergy/youth team.  
 

Community announcements 
 

 
Westbury CE Academy parent tours  

 

 
 

If you are looking to apply for a place at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy, then zoom tours and Q/A 
sessions will be taking place on 4th November at 1:30pm. You can book it by contacting the school 
directly. You will also be able to find out about any pre-school activities taking place at the school 
over the year.  
 
 

 
 
 
BIG QUIZ NIGHT Holy Trinity Church will take on a quiz like no other on Saturday 14th November, 
hosting Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night to fundraise for the charity’s work in some of the world’s poorest 
countries. We are thrilled to be taking part in the Big Quiz Night with hundreds of other hosts, 
bringing our friends and family together to stretch our brains and support the work of Tearfund.   

‘The annual Big Quiz Night is a great opportunity to bring people together and put your knowledge 
to the test,’ said Tearfund’s Global Fundraising Director, Jane Pleace. ‘We are thankful that so many 
supporters continue to walk with us as we help some of the world’s most disadvantaged people.’ 
Money raised will go to help change the lives of people living in poverty. To take part in Tearfund’s 
Big Quiz Night at Holy Trinity Church, you can sign up by contacting Rob on robswilson@msn.com. 

 

 
 
If you would like your child’s birthday mentioned in a newsletter then just let me know! It would be 
lovely to include a picture of them too (but that part is up to you). We could also include any family 
news that you might like to share.  

 



 
Thank you to those of you who completed our online questionnaire about our services, groups and 
newsletters for our young families. It only takes about one minute to complete the short survey, so 
if you haven’t done so already, please click on https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/B3WIP2/ Help us 
to make Holy Trinity the church you want it to be! Thank you.   
 

Georgie 
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 

 
 


