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We shall remember them 
 

To all our lovely families, 
 

November’s Teatime Church theme focuses on Remembrance Day, where we remember and 
honour those who have died or been wounded in war. We pray for hope in difficult situations, and 

for peace to fill our hearts, our world and our universe.  
 

STORYTIME ONLINE 
 

 
 
October’s special online Teatime Church Harvest Service – featuring lots of familiar faces, a fun 
harvest song performed by the choir and children’s reflections, poems, art and prayers – is still 
available to view via our church website  https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-
family/4-o-clock-service/ Please do have a look this week if you haven’t already! October’s 
accompanying newsletter is also available to view and share.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE SPECIAL SERVICE FOR CHILDREN: OUT NOW! In 
November’s online Teatime Church Service I read a special poem about hope. 
It tells of a blackbird who is inspired to sing a special song. The idea sweeps 
around the globe, with creatures on all continents joining in and, eventually, 
humans too. A Song of Gladness is one story from The Book of Hopes, a 
project involving more than 100 well-known authors and illustrators. The 
collection of writings and poems is dedicated to the key workers fighting the 
Covid-19 pandemic in hospitals and can be viewed in full on the Literacy Trust 
website https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/  
 
The Remembrance Service also features music from the church, art from 
Westbury school, a special montage of images to music, the International 
Prayer for Peace read by children (with actions!) and children singing. You can 
view this service through our church website. Thank you all for your 
contributions.  

 



Christmas Candlelit Storytelling Service at Holy Trinity Church  
 

 
 

We are really excited to announce that we will be holding a Christmas Candlelit Storytelling 
Service for children at Holy Trinity Church on December 6th 4:30 – 5pm. Children (accompanied by 
their parents/carers) will be invited to come in their cosiest pyjamas and bring their own hot 
chocolate/snacks/blanket! I’ll read them a Christmassy story and then we can enjoy some songs 
from our lovely choir. We will be taking donations for The Children’s Society on the evening. Due 
to social distancing requirements, we will only be able to accommodate ten family bubbles at the 
service. Family bubbles will remain on their own blanket for the whole session. If you are 
interested in attending this service, then please email the parish office office@westbury-parish-
church.org.uk with your contact details then further information will be emailed to you nearer the 
time. We look forward to seeing some of our families again soon!  
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY NOVEMBER 2020 

God blesses those people who make peace. They will be called his children! 
Matthew 5:9 (CEV) 

 

Armistice Day is on 11 November and is also known as Remembrance Day. It marks the 
day World War One (1914-1918) ended, at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month, in 1918. A 
two-minute silence is held at 11am to remember the brave people who have died in all wars – a 
tradition started by King George V in 1919. He made the request so "the thoughts of everyone 
may be concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead".  

There is also a Service of Remembrance in church every year, which falls on the second Sunday 
in November (8 November this year). Christians pray for a worldwide shared determination to work 
for peace, with the power and inspiration of this peace-making coming from God. There is usually 
an annual parade leading the churches and community of Westbury-on-Trym to the War Memorial 
in the centre of the village. This year, the service will be held in the parish church instead of the  
parade and gathering at the War Memorial but we hope that the images in our online service bring 
the memorial, and those it remembers, into your thoughts.  
 
It is estimated that over 22 million people died in World War One and over 60 million people died 
in World War Two (1939-1945) and many millions more were injured. Many countries were 
bombed and damaged. A large number of children were temporarily evacuated from their homes 
during the wars, taking them from the big cities and towns to places considered safer, usually out 
in the countryside. 



Nowadays, people remember those who were lost in the wars by observing the two-minute silence 
and by wearing a red poppy. The poppy is worn to show respect for all the people who died. It is 
the national symbol of Remembrance and hope for a peaceful future.  

Wearing a poppy was inspired by the bright fields of poppies that grew where many of the battles 
were fought: a beautiful sight of colour and new life in landscapes damaged by battle.	A Canadian 
poet, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, picked up on this connection is his poem In Flanders 
Fields in 1915: In Flanders fields the poppies blow, Between the crosses, row on row, That mark 
our place; and in the sky, The larks, still bravely singing, fly, Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
This quickly led on to the poppy being adopted as the symbol of Remembrance. The Royal British 
Legion adopted it for their annual Poppy Appeal in aid of those serving in the British Armed Forces 
from 1921 onwards. You can find out more about their work and how to donate online at 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal		

 

No greater love hath no man than this 
That a man lay down his life for his country 

Gravestone, Holy Trinity Parish Church 
 

Please click on the following link for a lovely pre-school CBeebies animation that helps to convey 
the impact of war and the message of remembrance and hope: 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOT5CDnYHEs 

 
Creative activities 

 
                These suggested activities are designed to encourage the family to consider today’s        
                Teatime Church theme whilst having fun together and getting creative in an easy,  
                 accessible way.   
 

 

Make your own poppies on straws, poppy crosses or poppy frames  



A poppy attached to a small wooden cross is a bringing together of the remembrance symbol and 
the main sign of the Christian faith. Jesus died on a cross, which for Christians means, among 
other things, that God understands and shares in the suffering of the world, including all the pain 
and bereavement that comes through war. You could also try painting poppies on rocks and hiding 
them for others to find or making a lolly stick frame with poppies on for a special picture of a loved 
one.  

This year, the British Legion are offering a downloadable Remembrance poppy poster to colour in 
and display if you donate to their poppy appeal. Please visit 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi6Goi-
jI7AIVB7TtCh33PQ6AEAAYASAAEgIDjfD_BwE. We also have colouring sheets available in the 
parish office corridor if you can’t access one via the British Legion website.  

  

Make some edible poppies 

Use the following ideas to create various forms of edible poppies! Fruit poppies: surround a black 
grape or blueberry with slices from a large strawberry as the petals. Vegetable poppies: surround 
a black olive with slices of tomato or pepper as petals. Sweet poppies: surround a black Liquorice 
Allsort with petals made from red icing or sweets. Eat your ‘poppies’ on Remembrance Sunday.  
  

 
 

Prayers for Remembrance 
 

 
 
We remember people who have helped us in the past, those we knew and those we didn't know. 

Today we think especially of people who have died in wars and fighting. 
We take a moment to think of some special people: soldiers, sailors, pilots, the police, fire-fighters 

and ambulance drivers - and all who risk their lives today for our safety. 
Together we say thank you. Amen 

 
You can also join in with the actions for the international prayer for peace, read by children in the 

online service. 
Supporting Family Worship in the home 



 
If you want a bit more support with engaging with family worship and prayer in the home during 
this time then you might find the following website helpful: https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk.  
Remember that if you visit our website, you can access our services online. The clergy team and 
congregation at Holy Trinity church are always here to support you. Please contact me or the 
parish office office@westbury-parish-church.org.uk for prayer support or to have an informal chat 
with a member of the clergy/youth team.  
 

Community announcements 
 

 
 
The British Legion website has lots of helpful Remembrance ideas, including resources for 
children. Visit https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance. 
 

 
 
BIG QUIZ NIGHT Holy Trinity Church will take on a quiz like no other on Saturday 14th November, 
hosting Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night to fundraise for the charity’s work in some of the world’s poorest 
countries. Money raised will go to help change the lives of people living in poverty. To take part 
you can sign up by contacting Rob on robswilson@msn.com. 

 
 
If you would like your child’s birthday mentioned in a newsletter then just let me know! It would be 
lovely to include a picture of them too (but that part is up to you). We could also include any family 
news that you might like to share – in our newsletter or in the monthly Parish Magazine.   
 
Just one last message to share – Nancy Stewart, Ireland’s oldest citizen at 107 – has recently 
written an amazing letter of encouragement. She writes,  
 

“I have faced many heart-breaking moments and also have seen many 
hard times in our country witnessing world wars, division in our people 
and numerous sad times for our nation…I have a great faith and it has 
helped me keep positive throughout the struggles I’ve met… 
I am making new friends every day that God gives me on this earth. All 
my life I have always believed in chatting and drinking tea and saying a 
prayer… No good deed ever goes unnoticed so try your best to keep 
being good. We are not here to live for ourselves but to live for each 
other. Keep positive as best we can. We must always look forward and 
hope for the best. There is always hope and once we keep talking to 
one another, no day will seem empty. It only takes a small candle to 
take away the dark and in each of us, we can be that light in the world.  

 
Georgie 

familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 


