December 2020

To all our lovely families,
December’s Teatime Church theme is, of course, all about Christmas! For Christians, Christmas
is a time of spiritual reflection on the important beginnings of the Christian faith. It’s also a
celebration. It’s when Christians celebrate God’s love for the world through the birth of his son,
Jesus Christ.

ONLINE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Our online Christmas Service will be available to view from next week. It focuses on the true
meaning of Christmas and features festive songs for you to enjoy (bring some bells so you can
join in). There is a special Christmas message from Father Andre and Reverend Cheryl and a fun
‘Happy Christmas’ ending.
During the service, I’ll be posing some questions for the children watching (they can tell you the
answers as they watch!) and asking them to use the following emoji faces to join in with the
retelling of the Christmas story. Larger versions of these emojis are included at the back of this
newsletter for you to cut out and use if you so wish!

You will be able to access the online Christmas Service at https://www.westbury-parishchurch.org.uk/youth-and-family/teatime-church/. A huge thank you to all who contributed to this
service.

The Christmas Story

Christmas is a Christian holy day that marks the birth of Jesus, who Christians believe to be the
Son of God. Advent is the period just before Christmas Day. It means ‘coming’ and is all about
preparing for Christmas Day. Christmas Day itself is celebrated each year on 25 December.
Christmas Day celebrates when Jesus was born to a woman called Mary who was engaged
to Joseph, a carpenter in the town of Nazareth in Galilee.
Mary was visited by an angel who told her that she would give birth to a baby called Jesus. Jesus
was born in Bethlehem because Joseph and Mary had travelled there to take part in a census
(where information about people is collected) which the Roman rulers had ordered.
When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the local inn was full with people returning for the
census. The innkeeper let them stay in his stable for animals. It was here that Mary gave birth to
Jesus.
Jesus was visited by three wise men from the East who had followed a special star to Bethlehem.
The wise men presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, which each represented
something about Jesus. Gold was the symbol of royalty – a gift for a king, frankincense was the
symbol of prayer – a gift for a priest, and myrrh was a burial ointment – a gift for one who would
die.

An angel also guided some poor shepherds to see the birth. For Christians, Jesus’ visits from rich,
wise men and poor shepherds shows that Jesus came for all people of all backgrounds.

Christians believe that God sent Jesus to live as a human being in order to save everybody from
doing the wrong thing and to help people to be closer to God. Christians also believe that when
the baby Jesus was an adult, and he died on the cross then came back to life again (he was
resurrected) he restored the relationship between all people and God.
Christians aim to live like Jesus Christ. Jesus taught people to love God and love their neighbour.
Christmas Day celebrates the day this amazing baby, Jesus, was born – it’s his birthday! He truly
changed the world and Christmas would not be here without Him.

The Birth of Jesus in the Bible: Luke Chapter 2

At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire.
When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to
register himself, each to his own town. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the
town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a
descendant of David. He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She
was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. She
gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger — there was no
room for them to stay in the inn.
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields,
taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with
good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your
Saviour was born — Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels
appeared with the angel, singing praises to God: “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. When the
shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child. All who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said. Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about
them. The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; it had
been just as the angel had told them.
Over the Christmas period, many Christian churches sing special carols telling the story of
Christmas. Special services are usually held, including a Christingle Service. Christingles are
special candles stuck into oranges. Each part of the Christingle represents something else: the
candle represents Jesus Christ, the light of the world. The sweets on four sticks represent the
fruits of the world and the four seasons, the orange represents the world and the red ribbon
represents the death of Jesus and his love for us all. The Children’s Society is the charity of
Christingle, and every year we collect money for this vital cause. You can donate via
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
or
there
are
collection
envelopes/candles available in the Parish Office.

Animated versions of the Christmas Story for children
For a great BBC animation of the Christmas Story and a wonderful nativity rhyme ‘It begins in
Bethlehem’ from The Bible Society, please click on the following links:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks1-the%20christian-story-of-thefirst-christmas/z7fp382

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D06k9vulAVQ&feature=emb_logo

Creative activities
These suggested activities are designed to encourage the family to consider today’s Teatime
Church theme whilst having fun together and getting creative in an easy, accessible way.

Make your own Christmas Angels
Use LED tea lights and simply decorate the outside of a plastic cup and have fun lighting up your
angels!

Make your own Christmas window displays
Use an outline of black card, various colours of tissue paper and glue to hold it all in place.

Make your own Christmas Cards for friends and family
Use paper cake cases, cardboard straws, old Christmas cards and hand print angel wings to
create some fab designs.

Welcome to Ella and Chloe!
In December, we welcomed Ella and Chloe, son of Rebecca and Matthew, into the church at their
baptism. Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues for the rest of our
lives. We will support Ella and Chloe in their journey and pray for them, their family and their
godparents. We look forward to seeing Ella and Chloe and their family in person in church! Ella
and Chloe, we welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are all children of the same
heavenly father; we welcome you.

Community announcements
Follow the star… Advent Star Trail in Westbury-on-Trym

Our advent star trail is up and running for you to enjoy. Many local schools, nurseries and nursing
homes have been involved in decorating the 24 stars, which have all been displayed in a range of
outside locations in Westbury-on-Trym. There is a free, interactive map for locating the stars that
you can find by clicking on the link below or by visiting the church website. Using the map, you can
follow the Christmas story, learn some star facts and find out who made and named each star. We
hope you enjoy this fun, festive event!
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xAVhWW18RQPR5C2c2bb2bcODrVFn6zL&usp=sharing

Art displays in church

I have recently put up two displays of wonderful Remembrance Day artwork/craft in church
created by children from every year group at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy.
I do hope you enjoy taking a look at this work if you are able to access the church building now or
in the near future. The church is open for private prayer every weekday from 10 -12:30.

Calendar of Services for December 2020 at Holy Trinity Parish Church

You are very welcome to join us for our Christmas celebrations over December and January.
Please remember that all services are subject to Government and Church of England rulings at
the time so details may change. Numbers will be restricted for all services so it is essential to book
all Christmas Services through the Parish Office office@westbury-parish-church.org.uk. We now
have a new parish administrator, Alison Bullock, who will gladly take your booking.
Eucharist Services: 8am and 10am Sunday will be continuing in church from 13th December.
Christingle Services: Sunday 13th December at 6.00pm Christingle (Facebook & church website)
or you can view the Church of England’s Christingle Service with The Children's Society at 9am,
featuring Holy Trinity’s choir

Holy Trinity Carol Services: Sunday 20th December. There will be two Carol Services with one at
4pm and one at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve Crib Service: Thursday 24th December at 4pm. This will take place OUTSIDE in
the church car park
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass: Thursday 24th December. There will be two services with one at
one at 8.00pm and one at 11.00pm
Christmas Day: 8am, 10am and 12noon Eucharists
First Sunday of Christmas: Sunday 27th December, 8.00am Eucharist and 10.00am Eucharist
Virtual Epiphany Craft and Catch Up for children and families: Sunday 10th January, 3-4:30pm.

Virtual Epiphany Craft and Catch Up 10th January 2021

A date for your diary for 2021! Epiphany – which is also known as Three Kings’ Day – falls on 6th
January. It is a special date in the Christmas story as it is when people celebrate how a star led
the Magi – also known as the Three Kings or the Wise Men – to visit the baby Jesus after he had
been born. The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘to reveal’, as it is when the baby Jesus was ‘revealed’ to
the world. To celebrate Epiphany, the youth team are organising their annual Epiphany party for
church families on 10th January, which will be taking place online. This year there will a Zoom craft
session – pre-made craft packs will be available from outside the Parish Office. Booking is
required so please contact the office for full details and a Zoom invitation. We hope lots of you will
attend…we guarantee lots of fun for all!

January Storytelling Service in Church 31st January 2021

We are planning on holding a socially distanced Storytelling Service in the church on 31st January
or as soon as possible thereafter, depending on current government guidelines. This will be a prebookable event for a maximum of ten family bubbles. If you are interested in attending, then
please email the Parish Office to book a place and to provide your contact details.

A Christmas Prayer
The gift of Christmas

Loving God, thank you for the gift of Christmas.
It doesn't come wrapped like other presents,
it’s deeper and warmer and brighter.
It is more personal, more challenging, more beautiful.
It is a mystery, a birth, a hope.
Thank you.
Help us to receive Christmas in our hearts
and to share it with others.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

A Christmas Message from Father Andre

Dear Friends,
Christmas is always a very special time for all of us, and not just because
of the presents and the lovely food we will soon enjoy.
Christmas is very special because it is all about Jesus,
who comes into the world, born in a stable in Bethlehem.
It is all about the love that God has for us that he shows that by coming to
share our lives with us. This is why we are so happy! To know that we
are loved by God so much is exciting and it teaches us that we are to love
one another just as much as he loves us. This is such an important message
for us all and indeed all the world.
As the angels say, Peace on earth and goodwill to all people.
I hope and pray that we may know something of that love of God in our own
hearts this Christmas and then show that love for our
family and friends and all the world.
Keep well and safe this Christmas.

We wish you all a joyful, truly special Christmas. We look forward to resuming our newsletters,
services and events in the new year.
Georgie, Deborah and the rest of the youth team and clergy team
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk

EMOJIS FOR YOU TO CUT OUT AND USE DURING THE ONLINE SERVICE

