
 
 
 
  
 
 

January 2021 
	

To all our lovely families, 
 

We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year!  
 
After the Government announcement at the beginning of this month, we would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that we are here if you need someone to talk to – please do contact me, 
Deborah (Youth Committee Leader), or Alison at the parish office (0117 950 8644) if you just want 
a chat or feel you need any support with anything. 
 
2020 was a tough year and we have had a challenging start to 2021 but please be assured that 
we are planning lots of exciting events for the year to come. These include a bunny hunt trail we 
have organised in the churchyard, a Zoom pancake party to celebrate Shrove Tuesday, a series of 
challenges for Lent, a pretzel making challenge for Mothering Sunday and our annual weekend 
trip for children to Barton Camp in June. Please see below for more details about events for this 
month and next!  
 
We will make every effort to gather everybody together in person as soon as possible – we value 
the importance of being together so much and look forward to when this can happen again. 
Please do let us know what events would work best for you as a family in this community – what 
you would look forward to doing and we will endeavour to make it happen. In the meantime, it was 
so lovely to see some of you at our Catch Up Epiphany Party at the beginning of the month and 
we look forward to seeing you again at our next event.  
 

ONLINE JANUARY SERVICE  
 

 
 
Due to the Government’s recent announcement of another national lockdown, we have decided 
that the safest thing to do is conduct all children and family services online until restrictions are 
reduced. January’s proposed Candlelit Storytelling Session in church, scheduled for 31 January, 
will therefore not be taking place in church. However, we are delighted to announce that for 
January’s Online Teatime Church Service, our Storytime Sessions are back – this time with a story 
about a group of bunnies hunting for treasure – just like the Wise Men went on a hunt to find baby 
Jesus, the new-born King, in Bethlehem. You will be able to access the online service from next 
weekend at https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/teatime-church/. 
 



CHURCHYARD BUNNY HUNT – STARTING THIS WEEKEND! 
 

 
 
As a link to our ‘search and find’ January theme, we have organised a bunny hunt in the 
churchyard for you to enjoy your own outdoor hunt, providing a fun focus for an outside walk. 
There are 15 bunnies to find, all hidden in various places around Holy Trinity’s churchyard (Church 
Road, BS9 3EQ). Each of the bunnies are numbered 1-15, and when you find number 15 you can 
click on the QR code on it to find out what it links to!  
 
You are welcome to email me a picture when you complete the bunny hunt (of you or bunny 
number 15) and I will display these in the next newsletter and Parish Magazine (this is completely 
optional). Anyone who completes the hunt will receive a well-done certificate via email! Please just 
contact me at:  familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk.  
 
The bunnies will be up to find from THIS WEEKEND and will not be hopping off for a month so 
there is plenty of time to find them! If you take part in the bunny hunt, please ensure that the 
following rules are followed for the safety of all: 
 

• Please only do the hunt if the churchyard is quiet and no other families are doing the hunt. 
You are welcome to come back at a quieter time.  

• If you are infected, suspect you are infected, or are otherwise unwell, and all who are 
defined as clinically vulnerable, are asked not to participate in the hunt.  

• Please maintain social distancing from others at all times. 
• Please don’t touch the bunnies!  
• Please take care of graves, monuments and other memorials and ensure that children do 

not climb on these. 
• Please take care of the plants and trees in the churchyard and avoid damaging them. 
• Please do not allow children to run around or climb in the churchyard. All parents are 

responsible for their child/children at all times.  
• Families are not to loiter in the churchyard once the hunt has been completed.  
• The bunnies will only be visible in the light of day so please avoid evening visits.   

 
Thank you for your cooperation and we hope you enjoy finding the hidden bunnies! 

 
Epiphany – searching for the new-born king 

 

 
 

The Wise Men from the east – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar – searching for the new-born king and being 
led by a special star.  

 



Our online January Service focuses on the theme of Epiphany. Epiphany – which is also known as 
Three Kings’ Day – fell on January (6th). It is a special date as it is when people celebrate how a 
star led the Magi – also known as the Three Kings or the Wise Men – to visit the baby Jesus after 
he had been born. The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘to reveal’, as it is when the baby Jesus was 
‘revealed’ to the world.  
 
The account of the wise men in the Bible (Matthew 2: 1-12)  involves searching – initially by 
looking in the wrong place – for the new-born king. They eventually find him by following the star 
to Bethlehem. God’s guidance in a dream warns them to take a different route home, saving baby 
Jesus from King Herod, who felt his position as King was threatened by the coming of a new ‘King 
of the Jews’. 

Looking for the direction God has for us is not always as easy as following a star or hearing from 
God in a dream. As the new year starts, it would be a good time to reflect on where best we can 
look for and recognise signs from God that offer us guidance and remember back to times when 
we have experienced God’s help.  

 

What is Epiphany? 
 

Please click on the following link for a great explanation of the meaning of Epiphany and its 
significance to Christianity, including how it links to the celebration of Christ’s baptism: 
 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06w2nf8  

Creative activities 



 
These suggested activities are designed to encourage the family to consider today’s Teatime 
Church theme whilst having fun together and getting creative in an easy, accessible way.   
 

Decide on your resolutions for the New Year  
 

 
 

Have you made any new year’s resolutions? You might want to base these on what God wants us 
to focus on, such as how we can help others more or how we can all help to make the world a 

better place. You could write some on lolly sticks and pop them in a jar to pull out, or write them 
down on post it notes or on the star template below … 

 

 
 

Click here to download your own ‘New Year Resolution Star’ to print off and fill in 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-25744-new-year-resolution-stars?sign_in=1 

Colour scavenger hunt 

Why not make your own colour sheets then go on a search to see what you can find to match the 
colours: inside or outside! 

   
 

Or click on the following link to download your own nature scavenger hunt sheet 
https://www.freekidscrafts.com/summer-scavenger-hunt/ 

 
 

God in our hearts 



 

 
We thank you, loving God, 

that when we search for you in the world, 
we find you in beauty, kindness and love. 

When we search for you at church, 
we find you in the Bible, activities and music. 

When we search for you in our lives, 
we find you in our hearts. 

Amen 
 

Supporting family worship in the home 
 
If you want a bit more support with engaging with family worship and prayer in the home during 
this time then you might find the following resources helpful: 
https://www.bristol.anglican.org/covid19/continuing-to-grow-faith-at-home/. They include a 
Church@home weekly resource sheet and lots of child-friendly activities. There is also a link on 
our Sunday Club page to this Diocese resources for families - it has a weekly sheet connected to 
the lectionary for the week that you might want to complete with your children 
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/sunday-club/  
 

Prayer resource from Cheryl  
 

 
 
Teaching children to pray is an invaluable gift – it is a gift that they can carry with them 
throughout life. Giving children time and space to pray creatively helps them connect with 
God.  
 
Our Reverend, Cheryl, and the Prayer Ministry Team have put together a wonderful PowerPoint of 
prayer resources to support children (and us all!) with prayer. The resource provides support with 
finger prayers, rainbow prayers, prayers through movement, prayer journals and letters, and 
prayer games. Please visit our website to have a look at the PowerPoint ‘Ways to Pray’ 
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/sunday-club/  
 

Community announcements  
 

Church Services at Holy Trinity  
 
All worship in church has been suspended during the month of January. You will be able to access 
the services via the church website https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk. If you would like to 
join in with the Zoom meeting before the service to have a catch up with the congregation then 
please email the parish office and you will be given the Zoom meeting details. The church building 
will remain open each weekday from 10 – 12:30am for private prayer/reflection.  



 
Zoom Pancake Party 

 

 
 
Zoom Pancake Party, Tuesday 16th February 2021, 4:30 – 5:15pm. A date for your diary! We are 
planning on holding a Zoom Pancake Party on Shrove Tuesday, 16th February 2021. Please 
contact me if you would like to attend and I can send out the Zoom invitation and all of the 
necessary details before the event. You will need to make your own pancakes for the party before 
it starts. In the pre-party invitation, children will be invited to decorate their pancake as a pancake 
portrait before the party starts. They can then show their pancake off to others at the party and eat 
it during the event while we play some quizzes, fun challenges, treasure hunts and learn a bit 
more about why we eat pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. 

 
Newsbeat’s Five Mental Health Tips for Lockdown 

 
FIVE C’s: Some very helpful tips on how to support children staying mentally and emotionally well 

during the lockdown.  
 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/newsbeat-52411394 

 

 
 
If you would like your child’s birthday mentioned in a newsletter then just let me know! It would be 
lovely to include a picture of them too (but that part is up to you). We could also include any family 
news or pictures that you might like to share – in our newsletter or in the monthly Parish 
Magazine.   
 
Finally, children from Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy and the local community have shared their 
prayers, wishes and intentions for the world in 2021 with us:  
 

 
By Merryn, aged 7 

 



My wish for the world is that everyone who suffers poverty no longer suffers it and for them to be 
safe (Pupil from Year 6). 

My wish for the world is for everyone to be treated equally no matter what the colour of their skin 
and that endangered animals will stay safe and won’t go into extinction (Y5). 

I hope everyone has a happy life (Y1). 
I wish that people who have family in different countries could be together again (Y2). 

We want everybody to live in peace and for the world to be a safe place. We want people to care 
for others (Y3). 

I wish everyone that is poor or homeless has a place to stay (Y6). 
 

We too shall pray for these wishes and remember when God has helped us in our lives. 
 

Georgie, Family Worker 
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 


