
 
 
  
 
 

April 2021 
 

 
	

To all our lovely families, 
 

Our April newsletter is all about Easter and the events leading up to, and following on from, Easter 
Day. It also contains lots of information about our Easter events for children and families this April.  
 

Easter events for children and families from Holy Trinity Church 
 

Good Friday Crafts: instruction videos and pre-made craft packs 
 

In keeping with our annual ‘Good Friday Crafts’, the youth team (Georgie, Deborah and Clare) 
have created some short videos demonstrating how to make a variety of simple Easter crafts. 
These are all available on our website https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-
family/teatime-church/.  

 
We have also put together pre-made craft packs with everything that you need to make these 
crafts – everything is easily at your disposable! They also contain some Easter activity sheets 
linked to our Easter Story (see below). Please email Alison if you would like to collect a pack from 
the parish office over the Easter Holidays (open daily 9:30 – 12:30 apart from Wednesdays). 
 

Easter Story Online  
 

 
 

In addition to our craft videos, we have recorded a reading of The Garden, The Curtain and The 
Cross – a very simple re-telling of the Easter Story. It’s a 5-minute story so should keep your little 
ones engaged whilst conveying the key points of the Easter Story to a younger audience!  
 

Zoom Catch Up: Saturday 3rd April at 10am  
 

Finally, Father Andre and Reverend Cheryl will be leading a Zoom Meeting for children and 
families on Saturday 3rd April at 10am. This will be a chance to have an informal catch up, share 
crafts that have been made (or anything else that you’d like to share) and eat hot cross buns! 
Please email me for the Zoom Code. We look forward to seeing you all there.  



Churchyard flower hunt 
 
We have organised a flower hunt in the churchyard for March and April to give a fun focus to an 
outside walk. There are 15 different flowers to find in new, hidden locations. Please see the 
churchyard noticeboard for all of the safety guidelines. Thank you to all of the photos of flower-
hunters so far – one was only ten days old and one was 52 ½!  	
	

 

EASTER EGG CHALLENGE 
For the Easter holidays, there will also be an extra hunting challenge - five small golden Easter 

eggs to find in the churchyard. See if you can spot them! 	
	

 

 
 

March’s Online Mothering Sunday Service 

March’s Online Mothering Sunday Service is still available to view 
if you haven’t yet seen it. It features a montage of images from 
the congregation and local community, a special song from pupils 

at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy, an update on our Lent Environment Challenge for children, 
poignant music and prayers, a special poem and lots more! Please visit https://www.westbury-
parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/teatime-church/ to have a look – our services are for 
everyone! Our Teatime Church Services will be continuing online for the foreseeable future but we 
are in the process of planning many fun, community events for children and families on future 
dates.  

 

 

 
 

The Easter Story  
 

Why do Christians celebrate Easter?  
 
Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar. It celebrates Jesus rising from the 
dead, three days after he was killed on the cross. The date of Easter Sunday varies from year to 
year. It is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon, on or after 21 March. In 2021, Easter 
Sunday is on 4 April. The week leading up to Easter is called Holy Week. 

If you can find them 
all then please email 

me to receive a 
special golden 

certificate! 



Holy Week 

Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter Sunday. It is the first day of Holy Week and celebrates 
Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Crowds of people came out of the city to greet him, 
throwing down palm branches on the road. Traditionally on this day, many churches usually give 
out small crosses made from palm leaves as a reminder of Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem and his 
death on the cross. Some Christians keep these in their homes all year round as a symbol of their 
faith. 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter Day. On Maundy Thursday, Christians remember 
when Jesus ate the Passover meal with his disciples, breaking bread and drinking wine. Christians 
refer to this meal as the ‘Last Supper’. Jesus also gave a commandment on this day when he was 
washing his disciples’ feet before the meal - and the word ‘Maundy’ actually means 
commandment.  

“A new command I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”. 

Many Christians remember the Last Supper by sharing bread and wine together in a church 
service called Holy Communion, Eucharist or Mass. It is a reminder that Jesus sacrificed his life 
for mankind. 
 
 

 



 
 

Good Friday 

 

Good Friday is the Friday before Easter Sunday. It remembers Jesus dying on the cross. Good 
Friday is a day of mourning in church. During special Good Friday services, Christians remember 
Jesus' suffering and death on the cross, and what this means for their faith. In some countries, 
there are special Good Friday processions, or re-enactments of the Crucifixion. It is referred to as 
‘Good Friday’ as it was a holy event and it ultimately resulted in the resurrection (coming back to 
life) of Jesus and the restoration of God’s relationship with people. 

 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday marks Jesus' resurrection. After Jesus was crucified on the Friday, his body was 
taken down from the cross and buried in a cave tomb. The tomb was guarded by soldiers and an 
enormous stone was put over the entrance. On Sunday, Mary Magdalene and some of Jesus' 
disciples visited the tomb. They found the stone had been moved and that Jesus' body had gone. 
Jesus was seen later that day by Mary and the disciples, and for forty days afterwards by many 
people before he joined his father in Heaven. His followers realised that God had raised Jesus 
from the dead. Christians call this the resurrection. Because Jesus died, we can all be friends with 
God and have a wonderful relationship with him – we can live with him forever.  

 



Revd. Julia Quinn created all of the Playmobile Images that we have used today and we thank her 
for these fabulous resources that she has made. 

 
If you would like to share the Christian story of Easter with your child/children, then BBC Class 

clips has a short animation you could use, suitable for KS1 children.  
 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks1-the-christian-story-of-
easter/zhgv47h  

 
Creative activities 

 
Easter craft videos 

 
Please visit the church website at https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-
family/teatime-church/ to access our craft videos. All of the resources you will need are ready for 
you in the pre-made craft packs, available to pick up from the parish office. Here are the crafts that 
you can make at home….. 
 

	

 
 

Make an Easter Garden 
 

You might also want to make your own Easter garden during the Easter holidays. You could add 
your crosses, tomb and animals to it. Here are some Easter gardens that children made last year 

to help inspire you:  
 



	
Easter eggs: enjoy an Easter egg hunt or have a go at decorating your own eggs 

An egg is a symbol of new life. For Christians, Easter eggs are used as a symbol for the 
resurrection of Jesus. Christians believe that, through his resurrection, Jesus overcame death and 
sin. This offers people the promise of eternal life if they follow his teachings. Nowadays, most 
Easter eggs are made from chocolate and covered in coloured foil – yum! Traditionally, chicken 
eggs would be hard boiled and then decorated by hand. Traditional Easter egg hunts remain 
popular with both Christian and non-Christian children. Remember that we currently have our own 
flower hunt for children in the churchyard with the addition of five small, golden Easter eggs – can 
you find them?!  

 

	  
 

https://www.wikihow.com/Decorate-Easter-Eggs gives some great tips on egg-decorating!  
 
 

We would absolutely love to see some pictures of the Easter gardens and Easter crafts that you 
create, however big or small, so please email them to me at familyworker@westbury-parish-

church.org.uk or share them at our Easter Zoom Catch Up! 	
 

Our monthly prayer 
 

 
 

Remembering the joy of Easter 

Jesus died, and I was sad, 
but God raised him to life again! 

The stone on his tomb was huge, 
but God’s angels rolled it away! 



God, who does such powerful things, 
help me to share this good news with others. 

Thank you for this Easter Day! 
Amen	

 
 
 
 

Lent Weekly Environment Challenge: It’s not too late to join in!  

 

	
	

Can you earn yourself a name in our Lent Wall of Fame?!  

At Holy Trinity Parish Church, we are passionate about looking after the environment. We have 
challenges for children to complete during Lent that all help to look after our environment around 

us. Even if you haven’t tried one yet, you could pick one to try this week!  

If you have managed to complete all of the Lent challenges then please email me and you will be 
included in our Wall of Fame in next month’s Teatime Church newsletter!  

Just taking up one of the Lent challenges would be a great achievement!  

Week of 
Lent  

Lent challenge Tick when 
completed 

Week of 17th 
February 

Plant a flower bulb  

	

 

W/B 22nd 
February 

Give up meat as a family or go vegan for a week.   

W/B 1 March Children to sort the recycling every day into the correct boxes – they 
could also do some junk modelling with it!  

 

W/B 8 March Children take responsibility for turning off all lights/electric devices, 
reducing water usage and paper usage in the household.   

 

W/B 15 
March 

Go litter picking as a family – remember to use gloves or litter picking 
tools. Alternatively, you could use your own ‘rubbish’ to make some 

beautiful art – see below!  

 

W/B 22 
March 

Go on a mini beast safari! You could print off the following free 
template to help you: https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/wp-

content/uploads/2014/12/environmental-awareness-worksheet-
minibeast.pdf  

Build your own worm farm or bug hotel from repurposed materials 
and natural resources in a quiet, shady corner of your garden. Carry 

out a daily minibeast safari! 

 

 



Alternatively, you can come up with your own ‘give up or take up' idea – please see the back page 
of the newsletter. We would love to see these too!  

 
Children can access their very own Planet Protectors Pack in the ‘take part’ section at 
https://friendsoftheearth.uk. This has lots more ideas about how children can help to 

protect the planet – with activities for the Easter holidays. A donation is suggested for the 
packs. 

 
Please email me to let me know how your Lent challenge is going!  

Supporting family worship in the home 
 
If you want a bit more support with engaging with family worship and prayer in the home during 
this time then you might find the following resources helpful: 
https://www.bristol.anglican.org/covid19/continuing-to-grow-faith-at-home/. They include a 
Church@home weekly resource sheet and lots of child-friendly activities. There is also a link on 
our Sunday Club page to this Diocese resources for families - it has a weekly sheet connected to 
the lectionary for the week that you might want to complete with your children 
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/sunday-club/  
 

Community announcements  
 

A WESTBURY-ON-TRYM HISTORICAL FUN TRAIL 
For children and grownups alike! 

 
Lorna from church has devised a guided walk around Westbury Village with clues to solve. It takes 
you on a circular tour around Westbury, giving quite a bit of historical information as well as clues. 
It would take around one – one and half hours to complete. It is a free trail but voluntary donations 
to the church are welcome via the parish office. The trail guide is available from the back of the 
church during opening hours, the parish office corridor or by emailing lornarenshaw@yahoo.co.uk. 
Lorna would welcome feedback on this trail!  
 

Church Services at Holy Trinity: Sunday Club for children is re-starting!  
 

 
 
From this Sunday Holy Trinity will be resuming the 10am family communion service back in church 
(the 8am service has been back in church for a few weeks alongside times for private prayer in the 
church).  Obviously a large number of restrictions are still in place but we are hopeful that this is the 
start of a return to normal services - which will include Sunday Club!  
 
We are looking to restart Sunday Club at the 10am service on Sunday 23rd May.  We are taking a 
cautious approach and starting with outdoor activities only and will be based outside the parish office 
and around and about in the churchyard.  Children will be allowed to move between the church and 
Sunday Club so we will be able to welcome children from the choir as previously.  We will know more 
details of the arrangements nearer to the time but expect that a booking system will still be in place. 
Please contact the parish office for further information office@westbury-parish-church.org.uk. 
 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter!  



Go in the hope of Easter because Jesus is behind you. 
Go in the joy of Easter because Jesus is with you.  

Go in the confidence of Easter because Jesus goes ahead of you.  
Alleluia! 
Amen 

 
Georgie, Family Worker 

familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 


