
  
  
  
    
  

May   2021   
  

  
To   all   our   lovely   families,   

  
Our  May  newsletter  is  all  about  Jesus’  ascension  into  heaven  and  how  we  can  trust                 
in  things  even  when  we  can’t  always  see  or  touch  them.  God  is  always  with  us!                  
Ascension  Day  celebrates  Jesus 's  ascension  (moving  up)  to  heaven  after  he  was             
resurrected   on  Easter   Day .   This   year,   Ascension   Day   is   on   Thursday   13   May   2021.     
  

May   Teatime   Church   Online   Service   
  

  
  

May’s  online  service  focuses  on  Jesus’  ascension  into  heaven,  with  visual  examples              
to  help  children  understand  this  event.  It  also  features  a  reading  of  ‘ The  Everywhere                
Bear ’,  reminding  us  that  God  is  everywhere.  There  is  also  instrumental  music,              
singing  from  the  choir,  craft  examples  and  a  lovely  prayer.  Please  view  this  service                
from  13  May  at      
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/teatime-church/ .     

  
Easter   Events   and   Lent   Environment   Challenge     

  

  
  

Thank  you  to  those  of  you  who  joined  us  for  our  Zoom  Easter  Service  in  April  –  it                    
was  lovely  to  see  you  and  the  crafts  that  had  been  made!  We  hope  many  of  you                   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/jesus_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml
https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/teatime-church/


enjoyed  making  some  Easter  crafts  using  our  pre-made  craft  packs  and  instruction              
videos.  Finally,  well  done  to  all  who  also  completed  our  Lent  Environment  challenge               
–  I  have  heard  from  many  families  who  had  a  go  at  completing  at  least  one  of  the                    
challenges!   
  

Dates   for   your   diary   
  

We  have  been  busy  planning  lots  of  exciting  events  for  our  children,  young  adults                
and  families.  All  of  these  dates/details  of  the  events  are  subject  to  change  depending                
on  the  current  guidelines  but  we  hope  that,  with  the  current  easing  of  restrictions,                
they  will  be  able  to  take  place.  Please  keep  an  eye  out  on  our  Facebook  page  and                   
website   for   current   information.   

  
  

Children    and     family    events    coming    soon    … .   
  
Bread   social   event    Sunday   23   May   –   Fun   and   games   at   Canford   Park,   4pm   (for   

older   children   in   Years   6   to   9   or   thereabouts).   Please   email   
youthteam@westbury-parish-church.org.uk    for   more   information   and   to   book   on.     

  
Picnic   social   event    on   Saturday   26   June   at   4pm   for   Teatime   Church/Baptism   

families   in   the   vicarage   garden–   just   bring   a   blanket   and   a   picnic!   Each   child   that   
attends   will   receive   their   own   craft   pack   to   take   home.   Please   email   

familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk    for   a   place.     
  

BBQ   for   church   families   and   helpers    on   Sunday   27 th    June   immediately   after   the   
church   service,   with   lunch   at   1pm.   Please   email   the   Parish   Office   for   a   place.     

    
Family   fun   afternoon    for   church   families   on   Saturday   17 th    July.   Details   coming   

soon!     
  

Teatime   Church    will   resume   in   the   church   building   on    26 th    September   2021    at   4pm,   
and   monthly   thereafter.   Please   join   us   for   child-friendly   crafts,   songs,   activities,   

prayers   and   supper   for   the   children   –   a   great   way   to   meet   other   families   and   become  
more   familiar   with   our   church.   Newcomers   always   welcome!     

  
Sunday   Club    (creche)   in   church   will   also   be   restarting   in   the   churchyard    alongside   

10am   services.   Please   contact   Alison   in   the   parish   office   for   more   information   and   to   
book   a   place   for   your   child    office@westbury-parish-church.org.uk .    Sunday   Club   will   

be   running   on: 23   May,   13   June,   27   June,   4   July,   18   July.   
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If   you   have   any   questions   about   any   of   these   events   then   please   email   or   call   the   
Parish   Office   on   0117   9508644   or   email   me   (Georgie).   

  
Ascension   Day   

  

  
  
So   after   talking   with   them   the   Lord   Jesus   was   taken   up   into   heaven,   and   he   

took   his   seat   at   the   right   hand   of   God.   
  

After  Jesus’  crucifixion,  Jesus’  body  was  buried  in  a  tomb  guarded  by  Roman               
soldiers.  Early  on  the  Sunday  morning,  three  days  after  his  crucifixion,  some  of               
Jesus’  female  followers  went  to anoint his  body  with  spices.  However,  the  tomb  was              
empty.  Two  men  in  gleaming  white  clothes  appeared  and  told  the  women  that  Jesus                
had  risen  from  the  dead.  The  women  informed  Jesus’ disciples that  the  tomb  was              
empty.   The  bible  then  tells  us  that  Jesus  was  seen  for  forty  days  before  he  ascended                  
into   heaven   to   be   “seated   at   the   right   hand   of   God   the   Father.”   

  

  

The  Gospel  of  Luke  in  the  Bible  states  that  40  days  after  his  resurrection,  Jesus  told                  
his  disciples  that  they  must  stay  in  Jerusalem  and  that  they  would  receive  the  power                 
of  the Holy  Spirit.  Then,  Jesus  was  taken  up  into  a  cloud.  Two  men  in  white                 
appeared  and  told  the  disciples  that  Jesus  had  gone  –  ascended  –  up  to  Heaven   to                  
live  and  reign  gloriously  with  God  forever.   Jesus’  life  walking  around  on  the  earth  was                 
over,  but  he  was  now  living  with  God  and  continuing  to  love  the  whole  world  from                  
Heaven,  sending  comfort  and  hope.   As  he  left,  he  passed  on  a  job  to  his  disciples  –                   
and   to   us   –    to   share   the   love   of   God   with   one   another.   
  



The  Feast  of  the  Ascension  is  celebrated  forty  days  after  Easter  Sunday  (always  on  a                 
Thursday) .  The ascension reminds  Christians  that  people  do  not  have  to  be  afraid  of              
dying  because  Jesus  has  gone  ahead  to  prepare  a  place  in  heaven  for  them.   After                 
Jesus’  ascension,  the  Bible  tells  Christians  that  he  was  still  present  in  the  world                
through  his  spirit.  Christians  believe  that  God  is  present  through  three  ways  (known               
as  the  ‘Trinity’,  meaning  three):  as  the  Father,  as  the  son  and  as  the  Holy  Spirit,  who                   
were  all  present  at  the  creation  of  the  world  and  who  all  take  on  different  roles,                  
making   sure   God   is    always    with   his   people.     
  

  
  

Click   on   this   link   to   watch   The   Feast   of   the   Ascension   explained   with   LEGO:   
Remembering   how   Jesus   returned   to   his   father   in   heaven   and   the   promise   of   the   

Holy   Spirit:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnRJa4cZQIE   
  

  

  
  

Seeing   God   in   our   world   today   
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnRJa4cZQIE


  
  

  
Seeing  God  around  us  is  not  as  easy  as  it  was  for  the  first  followers  who  could  sit                    
with  Jesus  and  share  a  meal  with  him.  How  do  we  know  God  is  always  with  us                   
today?  It  could  be  as  simple  as  being  able  to  see  the  church  (both  the  building  and                   
the  people),  or  the  sight  of  a  rainbow  or  sunset  in  the  sky,  or  in  the  birth  of  a  new                      
baby.  God  is  not  only  found  in  the  amazing  things  of  life;  God  is  also  in  the  stillness                    
and   silence   we   can   create   around   us.   

  

  
  
Have   a   think   about   all   the   ways   you   know   God   is   present   in   your   

life.     
  

Your   ideas   might   focus   on   love,   friendship,   special   moments,   
kindness,   comfort   …   

  
Many  of  these  things  we  know  are  real  but  cannot  see  –  just  like  love  and  hope  –                    
and  this  is  true  of  God.  Even  though  Jesus  has  ascended  to  heaven  and  we  cannot                  
see   him,   he   is   still   with   us,   hears   us   and   helps   us.   
  

  



  
  

Creative   activities   
  

These  suggested  activities  are  designed  to  encourage  families  to  consider  today’s             
Teatime  Church  theme  whilst  having  fun  together  and  getting  creative  in  an  easy,               
accessible   way.     

  
Make   an   Ascension   Spiral   Prayer   

 
Draw  round  a  CD  and  then  draw  a  spiral  inside  it.   Think  about  things  you  would  like                   
to  pray  to  Jesus  about  –  help,  thanks,  blessings  for  others  etc  and  write  or  draw                  
them  inside  the  spiral.  Cut  the  spiral  out  and  thread  a  piece  of  string  through  the  top                   
so   that   you   can   hold   the   thread   and   the   spiral   will   dangle   down   (see   picture   below).       
  

The  spiral  will  spin  slightly  just  by  being  held,  but  when  held  over  a  bulb  or  source  of                    
heat  (by  adults,  or  supervised  children),  the  spiral  will  spin  much  more  because  of                
the  rising  of  hot  air.   Even  though  we  can't  see  the  hot  air,  it  is  still  there,  rising  up.                     
 The  movement  of  the  spiral  gives  a  'rising'  or  'ascending'  visual  for  the  written  or                 
drawn  prayers  and  a  reminder  that,  even  though  we  can't  see  him,  Jesus  is  always                 
with   us.   
  

  
  

Make   a   heart   craft:   you   could   include   all   the   ways   you   feel   God’s   presence,   
anything   that   you   are   thankful   for   or   a   sentence   showing   how   much   God   loves   

you   and   is   with   you,   always   …     
  



    
  
  

Make   your   own   ‘God   is   always   with   me’   clock     
  

  

  
  
  
  

Our   monthly   prayer   
  

You   are   there   
Dear   God,   

we   thank   you   that   you   are   always   with   us.   
When   we   see   the   sun   in   the   sky,    

we   remember  you   are   there .   
When   we   feel   the   rain   on   our   faces,    

we   remember  you   are   there .   
When   we   watch   the   birds   flying,    

we   remember  you   are   there,   
When   we   sing   and   pray   together,    

we   remember  you   are   there .   
When   it   is   dark   and   we   feel   alone,    

help   us   to   remember  you   are   there .   
Amen.   

  



Supporting   family   worship   in   the   home   
  

THY   KINGDOM   COME   Prayer   Movement     
  

  
  

The  time  between  Ascension  Day  and  Pentecost  is  a  precious  time  of  waiting  for  the                 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  it  was  in  the  early  church.   Thy  Kingdom  Come  has  become                   
a  focus  for  prayer  all  over  the  world  every  May.  The  theme  this  year  is  ‘Light  up  the                    
World   with   Prayer’   and   will   run   from   13   –   23   May.     
  

There  are  some  great  ‘Cheeky  Pandas’  resources  to  support  children  and  young              
people  with  prayer,  available  to  download  for  free.  Please  visit            
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/category-families-and-young-people .     
  

CHRISTIAN   AID   WEEK     

  
  

10-16  May  2021  is   Christian  Aid  Week .  Christian  Aid  is  a  global  movement  of                
people,  churches  and  local  organisations,  tackling  poverty  and  fighting  for  equality.             
Holy   Trinity   has   its   own   Justgiving   page,   so   please   donate   if   you   can:   
  

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/HolyTrinityWestburyonTrymChristianAidWeek2021     
  

Adults  please  visit   https://www.christianaid.org.uk  for  more  information.  Children’s          
resources  can  be  accessed  here:       
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week/resources?te 
xtSearch=children#solr_order_resources-caw_resources     
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Community   announcements     
  

A   WESTBURY-ON-TRYM   HISTORICAL   FUN   TRAIL   
For   children   and   grownups   alike!   

  
Lorna  from  church  has  devised  a  guided  walk  around  Westbury  Village  with  clues  to                
solve.  It  takes  you  on  a  circular  tour  around  Westbury,  giving  quite  a  bit  of  historical                  
information  as  well  as  clues.  It  would  take  around  one  –  one  and  half  hours  to                  
complete.  It  is  a  free  trail  but  voluntary  donations  to  the  church  are  welcome  via  the                  
parish  office.  The  trail  guide  is  available  from  the  back  of  the  church  during  opening                 
hours,  the  parish  office  corridor  or  by  emailing   lornarenshaw@yahoo.co.uk .  Lorna            
would   welcome   feedback   on   this   trail!     
  
  
We   look   forward   to   seeing   lots   of   you   again   at   our   summer   social   events   very   soon!   

  
  

Georgie,   Family   Worker   
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk   
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