
December 2021

To all our lovely families,

December’s Teatime Church theme is, of course, all about Christmas!

For Christians, Christmas is a time of spiritual reflection on the important beginnings of the
Christian faith. It’s also a celebration. It’s when Christians celebrate God’s love for the world

through the birth of his son, Jesus Christ. Through Jesus, God is with us all. Emmanuel – one of
the names for Jesus – means exactly that – ‘God with us’. Behold, the virgin shall be with child

and shall bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel. Matthew 1:23

Teatime Church Candlelit Christmas Storytelling Service

We will be holding a very special Teatime Church Service on Sunday 5 December, 4-5pm at the
church. There will be a Christmas performance from our brilliant ‘Open the Book’ team, who made
a fantastic start with their assembly at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy in November. Children will
be able to attend the service in their pyjamas with their favourite cuddly toy and listen to Christmas
stories, Christmas songs sung with members of the wonderful church choir, share and display their
Christmas prayers on our Christmas Tree, and enjoy a party supper and special Christmas gift.



This service is currently fully booked but spaces may become available. Please email me
as soon as possible if you would like to be put on our waiting list.

A huge thank you to all of those families who attended our Teatime Church Service in November,
where we remembered those who had died or lost loved ones during war, and prayed for
worldwide peace. Children made poppies, wind shakers and weather pin wheels linked to the
Bible passage Jesus calms the storm (Mark 4: 35-41) and built a ‘peace wall’ with messages of
peace in lots of different languages, which was knocked down with gusto many times too!!!

Epiphany Party 9th January 2022, 3-5pm at the church

A 2022 date for your diary! Epiphany – which is also known as Three Kings’ Day – falls on 6th

January. It is a special date in the Christmas story as it is when people celebrate how a star led
the Magi – also known as the Three Kings or the Wise Men – to visit the baby Jesus after he had



been born. The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘to reveal’, as it is when the baby Jesus was ‘revealed’ to
the world. To celebrate Epiphany, the youth team are organising their annual Epiphany party for
church families on 9th January, where there will be a range of crafts, stories and games. Please
email Georgie for a place. The Epiphany Party is held in place of Teatime Church in January.

Follow the kings… Advent King Trail in BS9

Our annual advent trail is now up and running – this time with kings to find. Many local schools,
nurseries, pre-schools, businesses, nursing homes and church families have been involved in
decorating 30 kings, which have all been displayed in a range of outside locations in the local
area. Please click on the link below to access the King Trail Map. We hope you enjoy this fun,
festive event!

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xAVhWW18RQPR5C2c2bb-2bcODrVFn6zL&usp=sharing

The Christmas Story

Christmas is a Christian holy day that marks the birth of Jesus, who Christians believe to be the
Son of God. Advent is the period just before Christmas Day. It means ‘coming’ and is all about
preparing for Christmas Day. Christmas Day itself is celebrated each year on 25 December.

Christmas Day celebrates when Jesus was born to a woman called Mary who was engaged
to Joseph, a carpenter, in the town of Nazareth in Galilee. Mary was visited by an angel who told
her that she would give birth to a baby called Jesus. Jesus was born in Bethlehem because
Joseph and Mary had travelled there to take part in a census (where information about people is
collected) which the Roman rulers had ordered.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xAVhWW18RQPR5C2c2bb-2bcODrVFn6zL&usp=sharing


When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the local inn was full with people returning for the
census. The innkeeper let them stay in his stable for animals. It was here that Mary gave birth to
Jesus.

Jesus was visited by three wise men from the East who had followed a special star to Bethlehem.
The wise men presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, which each represented
something about Jesus. Gold was the symbol of royalty – a gift for a king, frankincense was the
symbol of prayer – a gift for a priest, and myrrh was a burial ointment – a gift for one who would
die. An angel also guided some poor shepherds to see the birth. For Christians, Jesus’ visits from
rich, wise men and poor shepherds shows that Jesus came for all people of all backgrounds.

Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God and that he was a gift from God to the
people of the world. Christians model themselves on the life and teachings of Jesus. Jesus taught
people to love God and love their neighbour. Christians believe that God sent Jesus to live as a
human being in order to save humanity from the consequences of its sins – the bad things people
had chosen to do which had separated them from God. Christians believe that through the death
and resurrection of Jesus, this broken relationship with God is restored. Christmas Day celebrates
the day this amazing baby, Jesus, was born – it’s his birthday! He truly changed the world and
Christmas would not be here without him. You can click here to access a child-friendly animation
of the Christmas Story:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/presenters-nativity-story

Our monthly prayer

God is with us

Mary had a baby boy, 
God is with us.

Born in a stable in Bethlehem, 
God is with us.

Joseph gave him the name Jesus,
God is with us. 

Angels appeared to the shepherds, 
God is with us. 

They ran to see Jesus in Bethlehem, 
God is with us. 

Thank you, God, for Jesus, 
God is with us. 

Jesus is with us every day, 
God is with us. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/presenters-nativity-story


Thank you, God, for Christmas Day, 
God is with us.

Amen

Community information

Christmas services and events for children and families

12th December Christingle Service 4pm
19th December 10am Eucharist Service – this is a special family service led by children

24th December Crib Service 4pm
24th December Midnight Mass 11pm

25th December Christmas Day 10am Eucharist Service
Sunday Club will be available during the 10am services on: 14/28 Nov, 5/12/19 Dec

6th January Toddlers Together starts back again at Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church Hall, 10 –
11:15am

9th January 2022 Epiphany Party 3-5pm with crafts, stories and games
Please visit our website for more information https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk.

https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk


Toddlers Together: Our parent and toddler group



Toddlers Together, our parent and toddler group, runs every Thursday during term time from
10-11:15am at the Methodist Church Hall in Westbury-on-Trym. This is a joint venture between
Holy Trinity Church and the Methodist Church in Westbury-on-Trym. There is a dedicated space
for babies, a good range of toddler toys, craft tables, songs, prayer and ample tea, coffee and
biscuits for mums, dads, carers and grandparents! We will ask for a £1 voluntary donation on the
day. Masks will be required in all communal areas. All are welcome to this friendly group.

OMG: Small groups for adults looking to find out more about
Christianity, God and faith

OMG
‘Conversations about faith for adults’

OMG is a new initiative at Holy Trinity Westbury-on-Trym launching in January 2022. Not talks or
lectures, but a series of six small-group conversations for people at the beginning of their faith
journey as adults. It will deal with the questions, issues, ideas that you want to talk about.

If you’re a parent who wants to follow-up on the promises you made when your child was
baptised; If you want to be better equipped to accompany your children through their faith
journey at school and at church; If you want to turn your own childhood encounter with
Christianity into something that will sustain your adult life; If you feel it’s time for you to begin to
explore adult Christian faith at any stage of life but don’t know where to start… then OMG may
be the thing for you.

Times, dates and location will be sorted out to fit participants’ diaries. If you’re interested in
principle, please contact Georgie Mountjoy on familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk or
Canon Bruce Saunders on saundersbr@virginmedia.com and we’ll be in touch.

A Christmas message from Father Andre

Dear Tea Time Church Families,

Happy Christmas and new year to you all! I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas celebration with wonderful carols,
family gatherings and of course some lovely food. We are looking forward to a new year and all that it will bring. At

mailto:familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk
mailto:saundersbr@virginmedia.com


Christmas we give thanks for God’s love shown so wonderfully in Bethlehem as a baby; in the months ahead we will hear
of his life and teaching and how we can follow in his footsteps as families and indeed our children too. The Heart of God is
love and we see it in Jesus given for all the world when we see the wise men come to pay homage to Jesus - they represent all
of us, all the nations. To mark this wonderful event, we have our Epiphany Party in January and I hope we all will come

and share in it.

I look forward to see you all in the New Year. Keep safe and well.
Fr Andre

From Georgie and the Youth Team
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk

Please click on the QR code if you would like to donate to Westbury on Trym PCC to support the
work and mission of Holy Trinity Church, Westbury-on-Trym. Thank you.

mailto:familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk

