June 2022
God the Father will always look after you
June’s Teatime Church newsletter is linked to Fathers’ Day and remembering how
God is a father to all – making sure that we all have everything that we need and
looking out for each and every one of us. God is the perfect, eternal father who has a
special plan for us. He will provide for all of our needs and will always welcome us with
love and open arms. In June, we will say thank you to God and to others too!
June’s Teatime Church service takes place on Sunday 26 June, 4-5:15pm at the
back of Holy Trinity Church. We will share a version of the Bible story The Prodigal
Son, which reminds us all how loving God is. There will be an interactive thank-you
game, a ‘thankfulness’ table, where children can decorate thank-you cards using hand
prints in preparation for our special all-age worship service on 3 July (see details
below), a monthly Lego challenge, making paper plate pigs, and party blowers galore!
The next Teatime Church Service will take place on Sunday 17th July, 4-5:15pm.
There is no Teatime Church Service in August but we have organised a picnic in the
summer holidays for a catch-up – please see the notices section below.
Welcome back to everyone who went on our annual trip to Barton Camp at the end
of May! And thank you to everyone who joined us for our church Community Fair on
14 May and for May’s Teatime Church on 22 May:

Special all-age worship services: services where children
play a very important role!

Following the success of our special all-age worship services so far this year, we are
delighted to announce more dates for these special services, which take place at
various points in the year during specific 10am Sunday services. Families with young
children are particularly welcome to these services and children play a very important
role in them. The services are shorter in length than a usual 10am service and the
sermon is very accessible for young children. A creche will be available at the back of
the church for babies and toddlers.
2022 special all-age worship service dates
3 July – Summer special celebrating the end of the academic year, thanking everyone
in our lives who has helped to make that year so special, and looking forward to next
adventures.
2 October – Harvest and annual Harvest Supper
18 December – Sunday Club youth presentation
2023 special all-age worship service dates
29 January – Candlemas
19 March – Mothering Sunday
21 May – Pentecost/Thy Kingdom Come prayer movement
2 July – Summer special
1 October – Harvest and annual Harvest Supper
17 December – Sunday Club youth presentation

So what does it mean to call God our Father? And why do we celebrate fathers
on Fathers’ Day?

Fathers’ Day
What is Father’s day and how did it originate?
Usually in May and June, gifts and cards appear in the shops reminding us to
celebrate Fathers' Day. Fathers’ Day is held on the third Sunday of June in the United
Kingdom. It takes place on Sunday 19 June this year. It is a day to celebrate fathers
and father figures like carers or grandfathers. Mothers’ Day has been celebrated for
hundreds of years, but Fathers’ Day is more recent. The day probably originated in
the US and there are several stories of how it started. The most popular is that it
started with a woman called Sonora Louise Smart in Washington. After her mother
died in childbirth with her sixth child, her dad brought up the family. In 1909, Sonora
heard a speech in church about Mothers’ Day and thought fathers should also be
celebrated and thanked. Several local clergymen accepted the idea and it's believed
that 19 June 1910 was the first unofficial Fathers’ Day. In 1966, US President Lyndon
B. Johnson decided the third Sunday in June should be Fathers’ Day. Six years later
President Richard Nixon signed it into law. Click here to find out how Fathers’ Day is
celebrated around the world: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48530462

God the Father
In church, Fathers’ Day is celebrated by Christians by remembering that our Father
in heaven loves us and we are all his children: ‘… your God, carried you as a father
carries his child, carried you the whole way until you arrived here’ (Deuteronomy
1:31). Earthly fathers are also celebrated and thanked, and fathers of the Bible are
remembered and honoured for their actions and their example to others.

God loves and cares for everything that he created, including all of us! In Matthew
6: 25-34, God reminds us not to worry about anything because he will take care of
all of our needs:
25

“So I tell you, don’t worry about the food you need to live. And don’t worry about the
clothes you need for your body. Life is more important than food. And the body is more
important than clothes.26 Look at the birds in the air. They don’t plant or harvest or
store food in barns. But your heavenly Father feeds the birds. And you know that you
are worth much more than the birds. 27 You cannot add any time to your life by worrying

about it. 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? Look at the flowers in the field. See
how they grow. They don’t work or make clothes for themselves. 29 But I tell you that
even Solomon with his riches was not dressed as beautifully as one of these
flowers. 30 God clothes the grass in the field like that. The grass is living today, but
tomorrow it is thrown into the fire to be burned. So you can be even more sure that
God will clothe you. Don’t have so little faith! 31 Don’t worry and say, ‘What will we eat?’
or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 All the people who don’t know God
keep trying to get these things. And your Father in heaven knows that you need
them.33 The thing you should want most is God’s kingdom and doing what God wants.
Then all these other things you need will be given to you.34 So don’t worry about
tomorrow.
Life is about trusting in God – each one of us is valuable to him and he looks after us
just as he looks after each flower and each animal. He will care for us; so don’t worry!
God knows what we each need. We thank God for his endless love and care for us.
In the parable (a story with an important message that teaches a lesson) of the
Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-24, Jesus reminds the world that he welcomes everyone
– all types of people – to be his followers. In this story, the father never gives up hope
or love for his son. When his son eventually returns home, the father doesn’t tell him
off but instead welcomes him back home with open arms and shows him forgiveness.
Just like this father, God forgives and helps anyone who trusts in him. God will always
bring you back safely and surround you with all his love.

Please click on the following link to watch a child-friendly animation of the parable of
The Prodigal Son:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM

Please click on the following link to watch a song based on The Prodigal Son by
Cory Asbury:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOwdQf4kYRs

Our monthly prayer

Father of all,
We thank you for your loving kindness and care for us.
Thank you for giving us families, to mirror your love and to teach
us to love others.
In the midst of the chaos in our lives and in the world,
give us ears to listen for your word to help us navigate through our
lives,
stopping us from worrying and enabling us to trust in your
everlasting love.
Amen

Notices
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

We will be holding a special service on Sunday 5th June at 6:30pm for the whole
community, followed by refreshments. Also, for those not involved in their own street
parties at lunchtime on the Sunday, we are inviting you to bring a picnic to the
churchyard car park at 12 noon – the church will provide drinks and cakes! Please let
the parish office know if you would like to come along.

Messy Jubilee
Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church are holding a Jubilee-themed Messy Church on
Thursday 2 June, 10-12. There will be arts and crafts, bible stories, refreshments,
picnic lunches and lots of fun for all! Please email: marioncollis@ymail.com to book a
place Children are invited to wear red, white and/or blue to this event!

Church picnic: Tuesday 23rd August

SAVE THE DATE! All are invited to our church picnic on Tuesday 23 August, 11-1pm
at Westbury-on-Trym CE Academy school field. Please bring your own blanket and
picnic! There will be games and play equipment for children and great company.
Please let Georgie know if you would like to come along. All are very welcome!

Thy Kingdom Come 26 May – 5 June
Prayer is the best way to communicate with God and daily prayer gives us an
opportunity to share all aspects of our lives with God. It is so important that prayer is
mentioned over 250 times in the Bible! To pray is to make our hearts ready to
experience God’s love and live life in the most fulfilling way.

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around the
world to pray every day from Ascension on 26 May to Pentecost on 5 June for more
people to come to know Jesus https://www.thykingdomcome.global.
We have made a simple prayer resource sheet to support families at home during
this time, which is available on our website https://www.westbury-parishchurch.org.uk/youth-and-family/upcoming-events-for-families-and-children/.
We also have an exciting prayer trail for children around the churchyard to support
this and we have free copies of Cheeky Pandas books for children, available at the
parish office or at the back of the church.

Does your child like to sing?

The parish church choir is recruiting for new singers from 8 years old. Rehearsals are
on Tuesday evenings 6-7pm at the church and services are most Sunday mornings
9.15am -11.15am term time. Members benefit from expert musical tuition in this
renowned choir which broadcasts frequently on the BBC and sings in Cathedrals and
concerts around Bristol. Adults also welcome. For more information contact David
Ogden info@davidogden.co.uk.

We are in need of a volunteer to take over bookings at Westbury College on College
Road – this would involve showing people around the building and letting the College
building out.
We are also looking for a new Children's Society representative for church. The role
mainly involves helping to organising the Christingle service on the 2nd Sunday in
December (with lots of support), and organising the annual collection of Collection
boxes in June.
Finally, the church is looking for someone with good ICT skills to undertake a few
hours work per week updating the church database and website. This is a paid role.
Please contact the parish office for more information about any of these roles.

Something for the whole family to think about at home
before the next Teatime Church …

How do you think God manages to
take care of everything and everyone?
How do you know that God loves you?
Questions I have about this that I would like to ask?

Please click on the QR code if you would like to donate to Westbury on Trym PCC to
support the work and mission of Holy Trinity Church, Westbury-on-Trym. Thank you.
There is also the option to give a regular monthly donation to the church. Please visit
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LZ8BCVBMD96XG
Georgie, Family Worker
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk

