
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
June 2026 

 
Celebrating God the Father  

June’s Teatime Church Service is taking place on Sunday 21st June, 4pm – 5:15pm, which is 
Father’s Day. At this service, we will be thinking about God the Father; the father that joyfully 
welcomes back his rebellious younger son in the Parable of The Prodigal Son, and our own fathers 
or father figures. At Teatime Church, children will be able to decorate and embellish a large cloak 
(just like the father gifted to his prodigal son), make party crowns, create Father’s Day Cards and 
fun pig plates, and enjoy farm play in our Teatime Church Tuff Tray!  

The Prodigal Son 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Glossary 
 
The Bible: The Holy Book of Christians. It has 66 books split into two sections: The Old Testament 
and the New Testament.   
Gospel: The four Gospels in the Bible – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are in the New Testament. 
They tell of the life, ministry and death of Jesus.  
Parable: A special story told by Jesus through which he teachers and illustrates moral lessons and 
principles in a way that everybody could relate to, so they knew the right way to live their lives. 
Prodigal: Someone who is extremely wasteful, reckless, irresponsible, especially with money, time 
or belongings. 
Inheritance: Any money or property you receive after the death of a friend or relative is an 
inheritance. 

The parable of the Prodigal Son in the Gospel of Luke is possibly the most well-known of Jesus’ 
parables.  

Jesus was telling this parable particularly for the religious leaders of the time to hear. They were 
upset that Jesus was the sort of teacher who welcomed all types of people to be his followers and 
they wanted him to be stricter.  

The parable also hints at what God is like. In this story, the father never gives up hope that his 
younger son will come home – he never disowns nor forgets him, but waits patiently for his return.  

When the son does come back, the father doesn’t tell him off – he gives him a warm welcome and 
accepts him back into the family with open arms, offering him the best clothes, a gold ring and a 
fattened calf (the best food on the farm!). This is just like the people with messy lives who had been 
welcomed back to God through the ministry of Jesus.  

 

We all get things wrong but God is always ready to forgive us just like the father in this story. God 
waits for humans to realise what they have done wrong and ask for forgiveness and he welcomes 
them back when they do.  

It is the willingness to ask for forgiveness and change one's behaviour that is central to the idea of 
forgiveness. 

In the same way that God forgives humans, so humans have to forgive those around them. If people 
fail to do so, they cannot expect to be forgiven by God. 
 
If you forgive others the wrongs they have done to you, your Father in heaven will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive the wrongs you have done. 
Matthew 6:14-15 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this parable there is: 
 

• A father representing God the Father. 
• A younger son representing people who do their own thing and disobey God’s commands. 
• An older son representing people who obey God’s commands out of duty and grow bitter. 
• The parable teaches that God always forgives people who realise they have made a 

mistake and are truly sorry. He welcomes all people with open arms. 
 

Please click on the following link for a children’s video about The Parable of the Prodigal Son: 
 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zn34239  

The Prodigal Son: Story summary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Our monthly prayers 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear God, 

Help me not to wander away from you and your love.  
If I do, please bring me back safely.  

Help me to remember that you are always waiting for me. 
Amen 

 
Dear God, 

Thank you for stories like the parable of 'The Prodigal Son' that help us to think about forgiveness 
and how you would like us all to live.  

Thank you for being a forgiving and loving God.  
Help us to be kind to others and to value forgiveness. 

Thank you for the opportunities when we are able to make a fresh start. 
Thank you for all the people who look after us and make our lives better. 

Amen. 
 

Take a moment to think about the amazing forgiveness in the story of 'The Prodigal Son'… 
When people agree to forgive they agree to make a fresh start… 

Think about how the son felt when he was forgiven by his father… 
And how he might have treated other people after he had been forgiven… and given the chance to 

make a fresh start… 
Think about times when you have forgiven… and about why it felt the right choice to make… 

 
Community information 

Toddlers Together: Our parent and toddler group  
 

 
 
Toddlers Together, our parent and toddler group held at Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church Hall, 
runs every Thursday 10-11:15am during term time. All are very welcome! Details can be found on 
our website https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/parents-and-toddlers/. 
This term runs until from 4th June until 16th July.     
 

Cream Teas at the Church  
 
The Church Social Committee is hosting an afternoon of cream teas and optional guided churchyard 
tours on 28th June. Tickets are £5 and can be purchased via Lorna on 07729 339 815. 
 
 



Some questions for the whole family to think about at home…please do come to Teatime 
Church with any questions that you have. 

 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please click on the following link if you would like to donate to Westbury on Trym PCC to support 
the work and mission of Holy Trinity Church, Westbury-on-Trym. Thank you 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/westbury-on-trym-holy-trinity-bristol/  
 

From Georgie and the Teatime Church Team 
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are there some behaviours that God 
doesn’t forgive?  
Why does God seem to forgive 
sometimes and not others – such as 
getting rid of ‘wicked’ people yet saving 
Noah and his family from floods?  
Does God have unremitting 
forgiveness? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



  
 



 
 



 
 


