
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
September 2026 

 
Build your lives on the words of Jesus 

 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. 
 

 
 
September’s Teatime Church takes place on Sunday 27th September. The service is based on  the 
Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders – a story from the New Testament of the Bible. It can be 
found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. At this Teatime Church service, the children will be able 
to decorate rocks and make mini houses; create their own house pictures from lolly sticks; 
experiment with building cup houses on different surfaces; and enjoy playing with building rods and 
sand.  
 

 
 
We will also be selling tickets for our Harvest Festival Service, taking place at Westbury-on-Trym 
Northcote Scout Hut on Sunday 4th October at 12pm. At this service, we combine Teatime Church 
with the festival. Teatime Church will gather from 12pm for a short activity then go into the main hall 
for a yummy hot lunch at 12:30. Attendance at Teatime Church is free, but if you would like to stay 
on for lunch then tickets are £5 for adults, £2 for children (aged 5+).  



The Wise and Foolish Builders 

This parable can be found at the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, which is a famous 
collection of teachings by Jesus, found in chapters five, six and seven of the Gospel of Matthew. It 
contains Jesus’ most well-known moral teachings and the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
 

Sometimes, Jesus told parables to people. What is a parable? It’s a story with a meaning – a story 
which helps us to understand God better. Jesus told them using everyday events and things that 
the people of the time would easily understand. For example, Jesus tells lots of parables about 
farming, shepherds, money and those in need – all things the people Jesus spoke to knew well. 

Jesus told a parable about two men who each decided to build a house. The two men went out 
looking for the perfect place to build the house. 

The first man was very wise. He thought carefully about the kind of house he wanted to build. He 
wanted a house that was strong. If a strong wind or heavy rains came, he did not want his house to 
break up or wash away. This wise man knew that the most important part of a house is the 
foundation. The foundation is the first thing that is built. It is the bottom of the house. The foundation 
has to be sturdy and strong to make the house sturdy and strong. 

The wise man looked everywhere, and then he found the perfect place. He found a huge, flat rock. 
The rock could be the foundation for the house. The wise man dug around and chipped the rock 
until it was the perfect size for his house. Then he built his house on the rock. 

 

After he was finished, he lived in the house. Many times, storms came to his house. The winds blew, 
and the rains came, but the wise man sat comfortably in his house. He did not worry about the 
storms because he had built his house on a rock. 



In Jesus’ parable, he talked about the other man who built a house. This man was foolish. He did 
not think carefully about the kind of house that he should build. He just found a nice flat place and 
started building. He built his house on sand. The foundation kept slipping and sliding in the sand, 
but the foolish man did not care. He just wanted to build a house. 

When the foolish man finished his house, he moved in. Guess what happened when the first storm 
came? The winds blew, and the rains came down, and the foolish man’s house fell apart. It fell apart 
because it did not have a strong foundation. 

 

After Jesus told the parable, he explained to the people what it really meant. Jesus taught the crowds 
how to follow God and how to love others. Some people really listened to him and responded to his 
words with actions. Some people seemed to listen yet they did not really care about doing what God 
wanted – their faith slipped away like the house on the sand.  

To be like the wise builder, we all need to listen to God’s words and to put them into action: speaking 
to God, following his example, learning about him, talking to others about him, standing up for him, 
being reflective, loving, kind and patient. Then we will all have the rock-solid foundation of a real 
relationship with him, just like those foundations on the house on the rocks.  

The people were amazed at the parable that Jesus taught. They were happy that he made things 
very easy to understand. His parable helped them to build a strong foundation of faith. 

 
 



The Wise and Foolish Builders 
24 “Everyone who hears these things I say and obeys them is like a wise man. The wise man built 
his house on rock. 25 It rained hard and the water rose. The winds blew and hit that house. But the 
house did not fall, because the house was built on rock. 26 But the person who hears the things I 
teach and does not obey them is like a foolish man. The foolish man built his house on sand. 27 It 
rained hard, the water rose, and the winds blew and hit that house. And the house fell with a big 

crash.” Matthew 7:24-27 
 

 

 
 
 



Please click on the following links for videos all about this parable:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZolsqch-5A  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zvp6p4j  
 

 
 

You might also want to get a copy of this book, which is a very simple version of the story: 
 

 
 

Our monthly prayers 
 
This Bible story is called a parable because it has a special meaning. Jesus compared himself to a 
rock – he is the strong foundation for us. He explained that people who believe and trust in God – 

and act on his word – are making a wise choice, like the wise man in the story. 

Take a moment to think about what choices you make. Wise choices usually lead to good/positive 
outcomes and foolish choices can lead to bad/unhappy outcomes. 

 
Sometimes we don't know what is the wisest thing to do – that's when we need to stop and think, 

talk to other people and to ask God for help. Just what the foolish builder should have done. 

Dear God, 
Help us to make wise choices, 

when we are working in our classes, 
when we are playing with our friends, 

when we are living in our homes. 
Amen. 

 
Dear God, 

Thank you for giving us the Bible and for teaching us how to live. 
Help us obey you and trust in you during difficult times. 

Help us to act on your words in our everyday lives. 
Amen 

 
 



Community information 

Toddlers Together: Our parent and toddler group  
 

 
 
Toddlers Together, our parent and toddler group held at Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church Hall, 
runs every Thursday 10-11:15am during term time. All are very welcome! Details can be found on 
our website https://www.westbury-parish-church.org.uk/youth-and-family/parents-and-toddlers/. 
The new term of Toddlers Together starts on 10th September.  
 
Some questions for the whole family to think about at home…please do come to Teatime 
Church with any questions that you have. 

 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please click on the following link if you would like to donate to Westbury on Trym PCC to support 
the work and mission of Holy Trinity Church, Westbury-on-Trym. Thank you 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/westbury-on-trym-holy-trinity-bristol/  
 

From Georgie and the Teatime Church Team 
familyworker@westbury-parish-church.org.uk 

 
 

Why would a loving and forgiving God 
leave anyone out of heaven? 
Why would God make us the way we 
are – imperfect and sinful? 
How does this parable relate to society 
today? How can we be more like the 
wise builder? 
 
 



 
 



  
 
 



 

 
 


